
 

Bottskill Baptist Church History Minute 

Church Historian Ken Perry 

 

May 2025- Lydia Baker 

Lydia Baker is the subject of this month’s History 
Minute, an image we see here from our collection, 
probably one of the earliest photographs of an 
African American who has lived in Greenwich. 

She was the nurse and companion of Mary 
Robinson, a daughter of Gen. Henry Robinson of 
Bennington, Vermont. 

She came here following the marriage of Mary to 
James I. Lourie of Jackson, a Harvard educated 
lawyer who became the Superintendent of the 
Greenwich Academy, the old brick building that now 
houses the village offices. 

The Lourie home was the second building past the 
church, long familiar for many of us as the home of 
the Lyttle family, now occupied by the family of 
xxxxxx    xxxxxxxxx, whose family attends our 
services. 

One of the things hidden from view is a typewritten 
sketch of Lydia’s life, found on the back of the frame. 
It says that Lydia was born “somewhere south,” but 
in every census record that I’ve seen except one, it 
said that she was born either in New York or 
Washington County. It also notes that Lydia first 
began caring for Mary Robinson when she was in 
her cradle, which means that by comparing both of 

their ages, she began serving her when she was only eleven years old. 

Lydia Baker photograph late 1800’s. One of the earliest 
photographs of an African American who has lived in 
Greenwich, NY.  Collection of the Bottskill Baptist Church, 
Greenwich, NY. 



With these factors in mind, it’s quite likely that Lydia was a child of New York slaves and obtained her freedom 
at an early age by an indenture of service with the Robinson family.  As this sketch mentions, Lydia was 
considered a powerful source in prayer, sought after for that gift.  

 

 

Typewritten sketch of Lydia Baker’s life found on the back of the picture frame.  Collection of the Bottskill Baptist Church 
Greenwich, NY. 



Her gravestone is, at her 
request, found at the foot of 
Mary’s. The Lourie and Baker 
stones in the Greenwich 
cemetery are found to the leftof 
the one for the family of Rev. 
James O. Mason, who was 
Lydia’s pastor. 

For her presence in this church 
and her power in prayer, we 
remember Lydia Baker. 

Gravestones of James and Mary 
Lourie in the Greenwich Cemetary, 

Greenwich, NY.  Lydia Baker rests at 
the foot of Mary Lourie’s stone. 


