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September 2025- Alonzo T. Mason

Before mentioning this month’s History
Minute, | would like to note the discovery of
an article in The Troy Times at the end of
December 1914 under the Greenwich
section which mentions the completion of
some interior remodeling of this church. The
most obvious change was that “a beam
ceiling takes the place of the flat ceiling,”
but it also notes that eight names have been
added to the windows as memorials and
gives their sponsors.

Alonzo T. Mason, the topic of this History
Minute, is seen here in a portrait [1] from
our church collection. As you may see from
the note inside the frame, he was Captain of
Co. A, 123 rd N. Y. Regt., and for four years,
Superintendent of the Sunday School. He
was born in 1839 at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, son
of Rev. James O. Mason, seen here at an
earlier age than the image on his church
window, and Relief Smith. His birth occurred
was during his father’s services as
missionary to the Creek Indian Tribe, an
assighment that ended poorly and with
some violent overtones.

PHOT. BY SCHOONMAKER,
282 RIVER 8T,, TROY, N. Y.

Alonzo enlisted as First Lieutenant in the

Washington County regiment, his [1] Photograph of Alonzo T. Mason from the Bottskill Baptist Church

occupation given as student. He was collection.

promoted to Captain in October 1863 and



in 1865, breveted a Major, assigned to the staff of Gen. Alpheus Williams, who commanded the 12th Corps of
the Army of the Potomac, which included the 123rd Regt.

In his absence, Captain of Co. G, and later, Dr. Henry Gray, became Major of the regiment, beginning an
interconnection between the Grays and the Masons.

Looking at the list of the 25 University of Rochester Alumni [2] of the Class of 1861, Alonzo is found on the left
hand column of page 27, noting his promotions in the service and his occupation as a lawyer in Greenwich
from 1865 to 1871, and his subsequent death.

On the left hand column of the opposite, page 26, | happened to notice Thomas Cull, a graduate of Hamilton
College in 1863. Thomas Cull served as pastor for various churches in New York and, in 1874, was pastor at
Middletown, Ohio.

1862.] THE ALUMNL E1)

20 UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER. [1861. Jonx  Hysmax Youxa.

Detroit, Mich.

Ina Horxwes  Second Lieutenant 4 Journalist,
N. Y. Cavalry, 1862-63 ; President

. Second National Bank, Chicago, 1.

73; from 1873, Venable St. Mission | Twomas Cvnn. Grad. Hamilton Theol. BACHELORS OF SCIENCE.

and Church, Richmond, Va.

Jaugs Work. Grad. Roch. Theol.
Sem., 1863; Misdonary, Orkncy
Islands, 1863-66; Pastor Bapt. Charch,
Lerwick, Shetland, 1866-08; Kirk-
wall, Orkney Islands, 1868-70; from
1870, Wick, Scotland,

Sem., 1863 ; Pastor Bapt, Church,
Malone, N. Y., 1863-66; Adams Vil
Jage, N. Y., 1806-68; Albany, N. Y.,
1868-71; Stillwater, N. Y., 1871-74;
from 1874, Middletown, O,

Ciavnes Aveaver Dewsy.  Lawyer,
Rochester, N. Y., 1864; Asst. Editor

Broker, 88 Washington 8t., Chicago,
1.

Winniax Serceant Lxk, A, M., 1864,
With McCullough & Co., Bankers,
41 Lombard St., London, Eng.

Onver B, Lroxanp. Fire lnsurance
Agent, Plainfield, N. J.

Roperr Wakeriern Hamoy, M. S,
Former residence, Rochester,

Winnae Ray Oariey, M. 8, 1865
Bookkeeper, Wile, Brickner & Wile,
Rochester, N. Y.
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. S Rochester *‘Democrat,” 1863-66; with James Perer Luprow. Grad. Roch
R T2 LSV G Mitchell's Perfumery Co., Rochester, Theol. Sem.. 1864: with l' S. Chris 1862
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McKinney, Tex.; died in Col I.n~( 0., City, 187273 ; with Pittsfield Iron nscle Bapt, Chuirch, San’ Francisco, 'mm.n‘. uu.nyr 4 |:|.|x. 2 ith 8, Sla
e on furlough from C.8.A., Manufacturing Co., Mass,, 1873-76: 1 Cal. 1865-70: Sucraracnto, Cal. 1871 ter & Sons, New York City; address,
+ aged 25 years, from 1877, student, Med. Dept., Har- i s Syeddd 180 Congress St., Brooklyn, N. Y

Davip McKeszie.  Civil Engineer,
Drummondsville, Ont,
31

1861.

*Avuan Lo Baker.  Grad. Roch
Theol. Sem., 1864; Pastor Bapt.
Church, Oakland, Cal., 1864; Princi
pal Attica Scientific Institute, Ind.,
1864-65; died, Attica, Ind., Dec. 15,
1866, aged B years

Kexprick Winniax Bexrox, A, M.,
1866. Grad. Roch. Theol. Sem., 1864;
Pastor Bapt. Church, Morrison, Til.,
1865-67 ;  Kewanee, [, 1867-72;
Richmond, Ind., 1874-76; from 1876,
Asst. Editor “Journal and Messen.
ger,” Cincinnati, O.

*Cyrus AMa L, Caneorr. Grad.

vard Univ,, Cambridge, Mass,

Winaax Swirne Evy, Ao M., 1867;
M. D., Coll. Phy= and Surg., N. Y.,
1807, Asst.Surgeon 1081th N. Y. Vols,
1862-6:3; Asst, Surgeon, U, 8 Vols,
1803-65; Surgeon, U, 8. Vols,, 1863;
Brevet Licut. Colonel, U, 8 Vols,
1865; from 1868, Attending Physician,
Rochester City Hospital. Physician,
Rochester, N. Y.

Fraxcis Draxe Fressen, AL, 1864,
Grud, Roch, Theol. Sem., 1864; Pas.
tor Bapt. Church, Ovid Centre, N.Y.,
1864-67 ; Jordan, N. Y., 1807-71;
Parma, N. Y., 1871-74; Ovid Centre,
N. Y., 1874-78; from 1878, Somerset,
N. Y,

*GroroE FRANKLIN GAnpxen.  Law-
ver; died, Lockport, N, Y., Nov, 2,
1864, aged 26 years.

73; from 1575, Olympia, Wash. Ter.

Ronery Mackwoon, A, M., 1870,
Lawyer, New Castle, Pa.

*Aroxzo Trusax Masos. First Lieu-
tenant 123d N. Y. Vols, 1862-63;
Captain, 1863-65; Brevet Major, U.S,
Vols.,, 1865; Lawyer, Greenwich,
N. Y., 1865-71; died, Greonwich,
N. Y., April 7, 1872, aged 32 venrs.

Warrer Burrirr Moore.  Captain
100th N. Y, Vols, 1861-02; State
Agent N. Y. Life Ing. Co.; at pres.
ent, engaged in business, Buffalo,
N. Y.

Orrs Hann Romixsox, A, M., 1864,
Tutor Mathematics, Univ. of Roches-
ter, 1864-07 ; Asst, Librarian, 1860~
68; from 1868, Librarian; Asst. Prof.
Mathematics, 1867-69 ; from 1869,

Winnian  Forwenn  Baxpripok.
Grad. Roch. Theol, Sem., 1865; Pas-
tor Bapt. Church, Erie, Pu., 1865-68;
Providence, R. I, 1860-78; address,
Providence, R. I

Cnanres  Epqusp Grud
Roch. Theol. Sem. 1867 ; Agent Amer.
8. 8. Union, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1867-08;
Pastor Bapt. Church, Uniontown,
Pa., 1868-72; Agent Mt Pleasant
Institute, Lock Haven, Po, 1 ¥
from 1876, Agent American Tract
Society, Philadelphia, Pa.

Daxier Syarsr Bexsayx, A, M., 1863,
Teacher Ancient Lan, ves, Roches
ter Free Academy, 1 i, from
1864, Principal Benjamin's High
School, Rochester, N, Y

*Gronek WiLniax Brows, A M. 1865,

Roch, Theol. Sem., 1864; Missionary, Z 3 i Prof, Mathematics, Univ, of Roches- Lawyer, New Orleans, died,
Bangkok, Siam, 1864-65; died, Bang. | V1ueaax Wartace Guuuser, A AL, ter, Rochester, N. Y. Salina, Kan., July 9, 1872, aged 34
S > = g 1864.  First Licutenant 19th Inft,, N > = -, - cans.
kok, Siam, Dec. 30, 1865, aged 29 U. 8. Army. 1861-64: Captain, 1864- *Cuarres Howarp Savack.  Captain years,
e 1L’;I‘A>'Il':xlor..l7nh' of l.(wh[nu(-r‘ 1867 13th N.Y. Vols., 1862; killed inaction = Epwanp Sewanp Cuvrcnna, A M.,
MiLTox BooksTAvER Cosyont, A.M., 08 ’“"“'mm. U. 8 (.'ulnmin;ionel’. J at Manassas, Va., Aug. 30, 1862, aged 1860, With L. & H. Churchill & Co,.
1865, Grad. Roch. Theol, Sem., 1864; Rochester, N, Y 2 years. Manufacturers of Boots and Shoes,
Missionary, Assam, 1860-78; from | o oo roonoo puounooe AL M. Avovstus Cupsteryax Smaw, D, D, Rochester, A\'-Tw"""" 72; from 1872,
Pastor Bapt. Church, Pulaski, | Jaoe ‘Grud. Auburn Theol, Sem.. Franklin Coll., 1877.  Grad. Auburn with Jus. H. Goodman & Co., Bank
N..Y. 1864; Pastor Presb. Church, Vernon, Theol, Sem., 1864; Pastor Prosh. ers, Napa City, Cal,
Sexeca Coox.  Principal of Union N. Y., 1864-00; Pitsford, N. Y., Church, Clayville, N. Y., 1865-70; = Aanox Crark, M. D, Bellevae Med
School, Ningara Falls, N. Y., 1863-33; 1869-71; Rochester, N. Y., 1871-75; from 1830, Fulton, N. Y. Coll., 1875, Principal Female Dept.
address, Union City, Pa. from 1875, Wilson, N. Y. {

[2] The Alumni from the University of Rochester. Class of 1861

He was later called to serve as pastor here, and did so for 14 years, from 1880 to 1894, , following Alonzo’s
father, Rev. James O. Mason. He also happens to have married a sister of Dr. Henry Gray, once again illustrating
the connections between early families in this church. Rev. Cull went on to serve as a pastor in Cambridge, and
is buried there in the Woodlands Cemetery.



[3] The Mason Memorial located in the Greenwich Cemetery, Greenwich, NY

Alonzo married Julia M. Heath in 1864,
and they had two children, Julia and
Frank, before he contracted tuberculosis.

In Rev. Mason’s biographical sketch, he
notes that Alonzo went to Havana and
Colorado in search of a climate that
would cure him of his malady.
Nevertheless, he returned to Greenwich
and died in April 1872 at the age of 32.
The Mason memorial [3] is located in the
Greenwich cemetery near the Cottage
St. end, and adjacent to the vault for the
family of Erastus Culver.

For his service to this church and to his
country, we remember Alonzo Truman
Mason.



